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LONDON HOSPITAL.
The customary quarterly meeting of governors of the London Hospital was held on December 4th, the Hon. Sydney Holland presiding.
The report presented, summing up the work done during the year, stated that the demands made on the institution had been heavier than ever.
There had been treated during the year no less than 12,035 in-patients, as against 12,365 in -the preceding year, and 61,936 out-patients, as against <57,496 in 1899. This heavy work had been met not entirely without inconvenience, as the patients had not been stopped from coming whilst the very extensive improvements were being rapidly pushed forward. Great progress had been made with the front block, and the extension of the receivirg room, which was now as suming definite shape, was one which would be highly appreciated and would greatly facilitate the work.
The old operating theatres had been -given up, and the temporary ones, which answered the requirements of the surgeons, were in use while the new ones were being built. Two floors of the new rearrangement of the centre block were now complete. In regard to the other work, the completion of the post-mortem and pathological department was being rapidly pushed forward) and part of it would probably be in occupation before Christmas. The wider development of the radiographic and photo-?graphic department had had to be faced ; the whole of that work had now been fully reorganised to meet present demands, and the work was now being most efficiently done. To meet the increasing demands in the special departments the committee had decided on the appointment of a paid ophthalmic clinical assistant. The numbers of patients .attending the eye department showed a considerable increase, and it was found by the surgeons in charge quite impossible to get through the work in the two mornings without such assistance as had been given. Replying to a suggestion that bearers of letters from societies which subscribed to the hospital should on that account be let off the payment asked from out-patients, Mr. Holland pointed out that the sum to be paid was only 3d., toward the cost of the medicine supplied?the consultation, which would cost him a couple of guineas, being thrown in free. In every case where a person was too poor to afford it he was let off; and he thought that those who grumbled at the trifle would think nothing of getting themselves a pint of beer as they came along. The benefits of the hospital were no longer restricted to those who had letters, and they were really doing much more for the societies than ever before.
An in-patient, for instance, might stay here for three months absolutely without charge. And, finally, he pointed out that on the day the governors passed such a resolution as that suggested, the ?cheque for ?25,000 given for the extension of the out-patient department must be returned, it being a condition of the -donor that letters should not be required.
The report was adopted; the re-election of the viceipresidents, with the addition of the name of Mr. Carr Gomm ;
?of the committee, and of the staff, with other formal business, was voted, and the meeting terminated with thanks to the chairman.
